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| None of the allied nations fought with greater courage and heroism and against greater difficulties than Italy. The fact that her strong
| mountain positions were in the hands of the enemy rendered her front particularly vulnerable.

What was the situation of the Italian armies one year ago last month? After fighting doggedly for months against a resourceful enemy,
I who was not only using every means of dishonorable warfare, but was also sowing seeds of dissension among the soldiers and their families at
' home, they succeeded in advancing theit lines to a position which seemed tenable, for the balance of the winter, at least.
‘_ You will recall that the Austrians, with that cunning and duplicity which was so characteristic of their warfare, soon resorted to more effec-
]I tive means of thwarting their adversary. They began to fraternize, exchange courtesies, offer the Italians cigarettes, tobaceo, nice things to eat,
\!
|

and told the soldiers how their families were starving at home and how utterly hopeless it was for them to continue the struggle. '
The Italians with characteristic hospitality exchanged greetings and were credulous enough to take the Austrians at their word. They had
promised not to fight and agreed to lay down their arms and be brothers. They proceeded to pass the Italians the milk of human kindness. What did

]’ they do? That night at an appointed hour on a given signal a number of fresh German divisions (German, remember), who had been held in reserve
| for this very situation, broke through and threatened the annhilation of the Italian main army. The story of the rout has been written, and compe-
I tent observers tell us it was the most appalling and chaotic in the annals of military history. The attack was so sudden and complete that a large part
i of the civilian population had no time to make their escape. Those who could travel at all picked up what few things they could get their hands on
I and ran for their lives. The roads were crowded with women with babes in their arms, old men and children, so that there was scarcely room to move
| the heavy artillery, and, by the way, a large number of Italy's most effective weapons were lost. The Austrian aviators took advantage of this con-
| gestion and proceeded to bomb the roads and brigeheads, committing the most dastardly, outrageous crimes against non-belligerents.

!1 That, briefly, is the story of the retreat.

I After this terrible reverse, what was it that steadied the nerve and strengthened the morale of the Italian army? You know what it was.
,t{ What organization had the food, the supplies, the men and the women and the money to stép in there and bring order out of chaos? What was it that
:1 Italy lacked more than all else in her army and among her people at this critical time? Morale, of course. Who restored the morale? Ask the Italians.
fl - Their answer is'the highest tribute that can be paid to any organization. The Red Cross gave the Italian people restored confidence in the army, and
i it is a fact that if it had not been for the work of the Red Cross in Italy, the Italian army probably would never have been able later to strike the blow
il against the Austrians which was so essential to vietory on the western front.
il All honor to the Red Cross! All honor to the brave heroes of Italy, who fought so bravely to save their beloved homeland, fought to save the
|M land that gave birth to Michelangelo, Dante, Garibaldi, Giotto and the outstanding figure of contemporaneous Italian literature, the brave and chiv-
il alrous poet-aviator D’ Annunzio.
i You Italians of Barre, who love and honor the land that gave you birth, its traditions and its notable contribution to the progress of civ ilim-
!-’ tion, can you withhold your moral support from the “Great Mother of Mercy,” who in your hour of distress gave so unsparingly of her great treasure’
I : The Red Cross will always be a symbol of love and sympathy to you, and w ill be linked for all time with the history of your beloved country. Now isthe
i' opportunity for you to show your appreeciation; not in money: oh, no; just your heart. That's all she wants.

L };i “Italia, fair Italia, where'er your sons may roam,

' They'll be thinking of the Red Cross, and what it means to home.”

r! *  CITTADINI DELLA LINGUA ITALIANA *

| La Bandiera italiana sventola assieme alla bandiera stellata americana. Le lotte epiche dell'Italia per la liberazione dell’Europa non sono

|[ secondeaquelle degli Alleati. La Croce Rossa estende a tutti la sua opera di carita’ e di aiuto. Non vorrete voi aiutare la Croce Rossa, come faceste

| pei Liberty Bonds, divenendo membro della Croce Rossa per un anno con $1.007 Tutto cio’ che abbisogna e’ del cuore e un dollaro. Visono migliaia

l’i di soldati degli alleati neglj ospedali e nelle prigioni dei eampi e s'affidano sulla Croce Rossa per simpatia ed assistenza. Arruolatevi oggi — Voi
avete il dollaro—Non abbisogna che il cuore.

This advertisement is contributed by the following concerns in appreciation of the Red Cross:
| . D. M. MILES COAL COMPANY BARRE GAS COMPANY
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